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Rachel Palmer, as Lafayette, tries to convince the assembly of her position in a simulation of the events surrounding the French Revolution.
History students "react to the past"
Sally Jongsma
Dr. Paul Fessler doesn't like boringclasses any more than his students do.So last spring when he stumbled upon
an article in the Chronicle of Higher Education
on a different approach to teaching history, he
gave it a second look.
The article described a classroom
approach called "Reacting to the Past" where
students participate in historical games or sim-
ulations that are based on actual events.
Fessler is quick to point out that they are not
re-enacting history and just as quick to dispel
doubts about whether using games implies
lack of rigor in the course. He's convinced that
his students worked harder, enjoyed it more,
and learned more in his American history class
last spring than they did the previous time he
taught it. This semester he is using the same
approach for studying the French Revolution
in his Western Civilization class.
Fessler is surprised at his own enthusiasm
for the method. "I'm a lecturer," he says. He
loves the challenge of presenting engaging
lectures to his classes and is known for doing
it well. "I've always been skeptical of group
work, reluctant to give up time that I felt could
be used more effectively by lecturing," he
says.
Nevertheless, he wrote Professor Mark
Carnes from Barnard College at Columbia
University to ask if he would be willing to
send him some information on the role-play-
ing simulation described in the article.
"He sent me everything," Fessler says,
amazed, and Carnes invited him to join a
workshop in New York. Fessler was unable to
go, but did use a unit on Anne Hutchinson in
his course in the fall and attended a workshop
with faculty from other colleges over
Christmas break.
"I was scared," recalls Fessler. "The sim-
ulation takes three weeks. That's a big chunk
of the course if it flopped." But he was told
that if he set it up right, the students would
take over. And they did. The simulation is
based on the trial of Anne Hutchinson in the
Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1638.
Hutchinson was tried for her resistance to
what she considered wrong theology being
promoted by the leaders of the colony.
"Anne Hutchinson's trial gets at issues
such as separation of church and state, reli-
gious toleration, and national mission," says
Fessler. It also demonstrates the impact
Calvinist theology had upon American history.
To begin the simulation, Fessler assigned
each student a role and broke class members
into groups-those who supported Hutchinson,
those who supported John Winthrop, and those
who were members of the community. One
goal was for each side to persuade those
unaligned that their case was right.
"It started slowly," says Fessler, but
elements of competition built into the process
helped get some students going. Before long
students were lining up behind the podium to
contribute. Some of them had previously con-
tributed little to class discussions.
Students were reading such sources as
Calvin's Institutes, quoting Calvin on the
difference between justification and sanctifica-
tion as they argued their case. Fessler, who
provided students with a list of required and
supplemental readings, is convinced that had
he assigned the students to read what they
chose to read for their simulated trial, he
would have heard cries of protest about the
quantity of reading and difficulty of the
resources.
In an evaluation of the simulation, one
student wrote that the best part about the expe-
rience was that they were so engaged with the
material. "We were fighting for a cause, so we
wanted to read as much as we could to help
our side. It's easier to learn the material when
it's important to me. It was important
because 1 was fighting for a cause."
(continued on page 2)
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Simulation keeps students actively engaged in learning
As Fessler says, you can't do much bet- such conclusions when time and history
ter than that. He is pleased that his students make the issues less personal and more
strongly encooraged him to use the simula- easily debated."
tion game again, but he is pleased with the Fessler stayed in the background for
experiment for other reasons too. most of the three-week session, furiously jot-
Because students learn differently, the ting down individual comments as he
experience helped students who are not watched and listened, helping students stay
The debate always at the top academically to be engaged focused and true to their characters. At the
happened in and out of with the material and do well in the class. In end he led a wrap-up session to help students
class. In fact, when they fact, Fessler says that the positive attitude see what had happened over the three weeks.
filled out their evalua- toward the unit on Anne Hutchinson seemed Students began to see the role a particular
lions, several students to have an effect on students' attitudes even perspective or worldview had in shaping a
recommended that after the role-playing was over and he community like the Massachusetts Bay
Fessler keep reminding returned to more lecturing. Colony.
students that it is only a "It seemed to help keep them more "That's important for us in America,"
game. One student said engaged for the rest of the semester," he Fessler says. "Especially at the time of the
it was too easy to view says. Revolution, Christian and Enlightenment
those on the other side Even more exciting to Fessler was the ideas were intertwined so much that they
as the enemy-even opportunity it gave for students to see con- almost seemed to mesh-and they do so
outside of class- cretely the difference a worldview makes in even today. But these ideas aren't the same,
while they were work- people's thinking and actions. and, in fact, they lead to very different
ing on it. Fessler tried ''Talking about worldview often goes in results."
to keep the atmosphere one ear and out the other," he says. Many In the end, it was simply fun, Fessler
light, using laughter students think they know all about it because says about the simulation. Almost the whole
when appropriate to they've gone to Christian schools and know class agreed. Despite the fact that they did
lessen tension. The few what a Christian worldview is. But in a simu- more reading and writing, average student
who responded nega- lation students have to understand the per- grades were higher and attitudes were better.
tively to the approach spective out of which each character speaks "I've never been so enamored with an
did so because of the and acts in order to accurately represent his approach," he adds. In fact, Dordt has
conflict they felt it or her ideas. Staying in character meant become one of only a handful of colleges
fostered. being true to those ideas. Knowing what they nationwide invited to become a member
By the end they didn't want it to end. believed and understanding the worldview of the "Reacting to the Past" Consortium
"I really liked the fact that we were leaming from which they argued became a valuable led by Barnard College of Columbia
and getting into the game without realizing tool for the participants. University.
it. I never once thought about missing "This became especially evident when Despite his enthusiasm, Fessler was
history [class] because I loved the class students had to take positions that they might apprehensive again at the beginning of the
time," wrote one student, continuing, not normally EVER adopt," adds Fessler. semester, wondering whether he can repeat
"It really encourages learning. As a future "Especially when using Calvinist sources for the success with this semester's simulation
teacher, this experience has made me want the Anne Hutchinson trial, it was important on the French Revolution with first year
to try some simulation in my own classroom for students to see that there can be a wide students in the introductory history course, ,
someday." divergence of opinions even when starting Western Civilization. He knows there will be ~
"I was always excited to come to class," with remarkably similar presuppositions and challenges, but he also knows he doesn't like
~~-=----------"""""wiir"o"te""annontfhpe"r.""';-------~-~--"o'"c'iurrmnePin=s.Of'Tls"'eao.s",ePirCUo"'r'sCfiu""eo,n"'sOfCo;rnrarnuw""-"'sc;e;Perrllli'ig""o"r'Peo-faces inliis eighto'C1ock class. A
(continued from page 1)
Another wrote, "It was much better
than just taking notes or reading a book.
By actively participating, it was easier
and more enjoyable to look deeply into the
issues. I definitely learned a lot more
through this game."
First year history students agreed
to begin class at 7:50 a.m. instead
of at 8:00 a.m. to give themselves a
full hour each period for their
simulation game.
The education is part of the package too
Carl E. Zylstra
Dr, Carl E. Zylstra
"I'm going to wait until I get my
whole package before I decide
which college I'm going to
attend." That's not an uncommon
comment from high school juniors
this time of year. And it's not a bad
strategy. When you're about to com-
mit four years of your life and tens
of thousands of dollars to an educa-
tional program, it's probably a good
idea to look at the whole package
before yon decide.
The problem, however, is that too
often prospective students or their
parents mean, "I'm going to wait until I get
the financial aid package that contains my
scholarships and loans before I make up my
mind." It's easy to forget that, as one of my
daughters-in-law once put it to a friend, "the
education you get is part of the package
too."
I'll be the first to admit that there are
cheaper ways to get a college degree than by
attending a Reformed Christian college such
as Dordt College. I've known of colleges
where you could commute from home and
get credit for a full semester course in, say,
marketing or statistics simply by attending
class all day, every day for one week. At that
rate you could start in Angust, graduate by
Christmas, and never have to pay any room
and board.
Compared to that kind of degree program,Voice 2
any financial package from a place like
Dordt College is going to look expensive.
And, at least by comparison, it is-until you
remember that the education you receive is
part of the package too.
Or, sometimes there are opportunities to
build a package with a college that is will-
ing, essentially, to pay you for playing
sports for them during your educational
years. Such an arrangement can be a won-
derful cost saver, at least if you were intend-
ing to participate in that sport anyway. But
I'll never forget a college football hall-of-
fame inductee in our town who commented
at a luncheon in his honor, "I will always be
grateful to my parents who allowed me to
turn down a full-ride athletic scholarship to
a Division I university so that I could attend
a small college where I could get an educa-
tion." The price tag on his "package" was a
lot higher at the Division ill football college
he attended, but because he knew the pack-
age included the education he received, he
knew it was worth the cost.
I would admit that it is a good idea to
look at the financial numbers. In fact, I think
it would be good for prospective students to
insist that every school to which they apply
includes all the fees and charges that a typi-
cal student in their program will incur. And,
I would suggest that students or parents be
sure to add to the package from many uni-
versities the fact that you may have to pay
tuition for five years .instead.of four and
potentially miss a full year's worth of
income. As one student at a midwestern
university recently observed to a Des
Moines Register reporter, "Actually I don't
know much of anybody here who graduates
in four years."
The numbers truly are important-
especially if they are complete and accurate
numbers.
As Christians, how we spend our
money says a lot about what is important to
ns. When I think of how much money is
spent on building and maintaining strong
churches with vigorous biblical teaching and
inspiring educational programs for Christian
youth, it seems clear that many people do
realize that it's not just how much we pay
but what we receive that counts. And when I
recall how much has been invested by par-
ents, churches, and grandparents in provid-
ing Christian schools when our kids could
have walked down the block to the govern-
ment school for free, it seems obvious to me
that there really are a lot of people who
know that the cost of education also has to
be measured by the nature and character of
the education that's received.
I simply hope that we continue to do the
same thing when it comes to our college
package. As the letters from colleges arrive,
rip them open eagerly and study their con-
tents carefully. Be sure to compare the pack-
ages too. But in the end, whether the college
reminds you of it or not, don't forget that a
big part of the package is the quality of the
education you will receive.
Matt Ruler, Don Stenberg, and Travis De Jong measure how much energy is available from the sun at
different times during the day.
Engineering program
adds new options, hopes
to better serve women
Students who enter the Dordt Collegeengineering program next fall willhave an expanded list of emphases to
choose from in their major. In addition to
mechanical and electrical, they can now opt
for civil-environmental, computer, or bio-
engineering.
"The fields of civil and environmental
engineering have a Jot in common," says Dr.
Ethan Brue, chair of the department. Public
works projects aren't just about beams and
trusses and foundations or about roadbeds or
bridges. Civil and environmental engineers
help supply the world with clean water,
clean air, safe structures to live and work in,
and effective networks of transportation.
"Civil-environmental engineers help
provide society with some of their most
basic needs and in so doing can bring
shalom to both the human and non-hnman
world," says Brue. He notes that as Dordt's
engineering department becomes more
involved with projects in developing coun-
tries, a civil-environmental engineering
emphasis could be a valuable addition to the
department. Kevin Timmer, who joined the
engineering faculty last fall, brings both
experience and interest in commercial build-
ing design and environmental engineering.
The new computer emphasis overlaps
significantly with the existing electrical
emphasis and so will be the easiest to imple-
ment. It is made up of current engineering
courses in electronics and microprocessor
design and computer science courses in pro-
gramming and software development.
"As computers and computer systems
continue to crowd our cultural landscape,
we need Christian computer and software
engineers who are discerning in their devel-
opment activities," says Brue. "The world
needs Christian computer engineers who
reflect on how the systems they design
faithfully meet real needs in our world."
Bio-engineering or bio-medical engi-
neering is also a rapidly growing field.
It, too, is an area that would benefit from
Christian guidance and direction and in
which Christians can bring healing, Brue
believes. "Engineers are enabling the
medical profession to do many of the things
they now do," he says. And while previous
Dordt engineers who pursued a mechanical
engineering emphasis have gone on to study
bio-medical engineering in graduate school,
this new option provides opportunity for
such students to get an introduction to
bio-engineering earlier.
Even as he explains the new emphases,
Brue is quick to point out that, like the exist-
ing electrical and mechanical emphases, the
new ones are just that, emphases within an
ABET-accredited general engineering pro-
gram. They are not new majors but "new
flavors" of the same program.
"These emphases shonld be viewed as
new paths for students to explore within an
already established broad-based engineering
major, giving students more flexibility in
shaping a program of study in engineering
that reflects their talents and interests," says
Brue.
He also believes that women students
may be better served. Across the nation, the
fields of mechanical and electrical engineer-
ing graduate only fifteen percent women.
That figure rises to more than twenty per-
cent in civil-environmental engineering and
over forty percent in bio-engineering.
"All of these areas need the influence
of both men and women serving as
Christian engineers," says Brue.
The changes Brue describes have been
under consideration for the past two years.
Department members reevaluated what they
wanted to do in their program and how they
could better serve their students. For twen-
ty-five years the department has seen it'
task as training followers of Christ to obedi-
ently serve in the field of technology. It
remains committed to that mission.
Professors continue to believe that such
training is best done through a broad-based
engineering program, set in a liberal arts
context, in which students learn critical
thinking and problem-solving skills, broad
engineering science know-how, communica-
tion skills, historical contextualization, and
the philosophical framework from which to
work.
Increasing the number of emphases
does not change this vision. Faculty mem-
bers selected additional areas of emphasis
they felt had both a clear need for Christian
involvement and that would complement the
mechanical and electrical emphases already
offered.
"My experience in industry showed me
that engineering demands breadth. As a task,
engineering is always interdisciplinary,"
says Brue. "1 had to know much more than
mechanical engineering in a job that
required working with managers, techni-
cians, customers, consultants, scientists, and
other engineers." When he worked for
Pioneer Hi-Bred International, Brue says he
needed to know something about electrical
controls, business management, technical
writing, and even plant physiology in addi-
tion to his mechanical engineering expertise.
His liberal arts undergraduate education and
his foundational engineering major gave
him the tools to make these connections.
His more specialized graduate work helped
him work ont the details as a mechanical
engineer.
The general engineering major at
Dordt, with a strong core of courses that
every student in every emphasis takes, tries
to help students see the diverse tasks and
problems that engineers face. The emphases
give them an introduction to areas they can
specialize in.
"Many first year students don't know
what engineering is really about,' says
Brue, "Committing to a narrow program
early can be a trap because they don't know
the options. A broad-based engineering pro-
gram can provide students with the opportu-
nity to see how their gifts and interests fit
best in the diverse spectrum of engineering
careers." He can cite several mechanical
engineering graduates who have gone on to
work and study in electrical, bio-medical, or
other fields of engineering.
"If there is a message that the depart-
ment is trying to send with the new
emphases, it is not that more specialization
is important, but rather that a broad-based
program has its merits," says Brue, "The
new engineering emphases are in one sense
not new at all. They are simply part of the
original task the engineering department
embarked on twenty-five years ago, to
'witness to Christ's kingdom' to the very




For the fourth year in a row,Dordt College officials report
that the fall-to-spring retention rate
has improved.
Colleges normally expect their
highest enrollment in the fall
semester, with some student attri-
tion in the spring. Dordt College's
fall-to-spring effective retention
rate this year of 95.7 percent keeps
the spring figures close to those
from the fall. This year's rate is an
improvement over last year's 94.6
percent retention, the previous
year's 94.2 percent retention, and
the '00-'01 retention rate of 92.8
percent.
"High retention is a good indi-
cation of the degree of satisfaction
students have with the education
they are receiving at Dordt
College," says Registrar Jim Bos.
"Students who come to Dordt like
their experience here."
Figures indicate an enrollment
of 1,287 students this fall, with
1,232 students this spring. Of the
stndents who did not return for
the spring semester, twenty-eight
















All alumni, constituents, and friends
are encouraged to make plans to attend our
Jubilee Celebration July 1-3, 2005.
Activities are planned for all age groups,
with special opportunities to reconnect with old friends.
Guests can make arrangements to stay in campus housing or to camp on-campus or nearby.
More information about Jubilee can be found at wwwdordt.edu/events/iubilee
Suoday,JuIy3, ;ms
O:nmunity worship
Friday, July 1, ;ms
live Conversations with Dr. Carl Zylstra
Founder's Luncheon for current















A new staff position at Dordt
College has been created to help
link Dordt College students with
area individuals, businesses, and
community resources.
Corinne Huisman, who has
been teaching Spanish at Dordt
College for many years, is the
new community-based learning
coordinator. She will seek out
local enterprises interested in
working with Dordt College





develop a data resource bank
of alumni, local community,
regional, national, and interna-
tional partners that can help
students explore careers, set up
internships, and participate in
service-learning and volunteer




seminary visits, and ministry
outreach programs.
The position is funded
through a grant from the Lilly
Endowment Program for the
Theological Exploration of
Vocation. The purpose of this
program is to help Dordt College
students discover their calling to
serve God by ministering to a
hurting world.
New programs bring students to Latin America
Sao Pedro Sula is one of the Honduran cities students will visit.
will cost students $2500, a reasonable amount
for plane tickets, course credit, and all living
expenses, but still a large chunk of money
for students. Most similar programs at other
colleges cost at least $3000.
Bussema realizes that the cost is a concern,
but he says that it has not been as big a factor in
other May programs. The Dutch program
offered last summer, which costs about the same
amount, was full and already has a list of people
waiting to enroll for the summer of 2005. And
several Dordt College students enrolled in a
program in Spain last summer. He acknowl-
edges that many who do enroll will have to
value it highly enough to sacrifice for it.
AMOR experiences and testimonies from
other students are important motivators for
students-tc-consider such courses. Bussern ... ..",.....--.,., rcommends Dordt College students for their
heart for service. He believes that extended
cultural experiences are very important.
Having accompanied students to countries
like Ukraine and Hungary, Bussema tells
students that there is a significant difference
between one-week service projects or 00-
campus courses and a three-week course or
semester experience.
"It's hard to get students on campus far
enough out of their comfort zone to have a
teachable moment," he says. And service trips,
while valuable, often do not accomplish this,
he believes. A one-time trip spent primarily
with people they're comfortable with, fol-
lowed by a return to the safety of home after a
few days, often does not give enough opportu-
nity for reflection and understanding about
issues faced by other people in other cultures.
He hopes to continue to find ways to
make the May courses accessible to even more
students.
DO R DT COLLEGE
Honduras and Nicaragua are the sitesfor two new courses that DordtCollege plans to offer this May. Dr.
Socorro Woodbury will travel with students to
her hometown of San Pedro Sula, Honduras,
in the last half of May, to offer a course for
students who wish to fulfill their cross-
cultural requirement by studying in another
country. Dr. Duane Bajema will travel with
students to Nicaragua to learn about history,
culture, politics, and mission outreach in that
country. This trip will also satisfy the cross-
cultural requirement.
"We said when we adopted the cross-
cultural requirement that the single best way
for students to appreciate the diversity of the
world and the people God created is to spend
a semester studying in another country and
culture," says Dr. Ken Bussema, the director of
service learning and off-campus programs. But
in reality only seventy students per year can
spend a whole semester studying off-campus
due to budget restraints. So, to meet the demand
of students who wish to study off-campus but
not for the whole semester, Dordt College is campus, has sent work groups there for several
offering two off-campus May courses. years, and Christian Reformed World Missions
Each of Woodbury's students will live and CRWRC (Christian Reformed World
with a family for the nearly three weeks spent Relief Committee) have a strong presence
in Honduras. They will study Spanish as well there. But most important. for Bajema, who
as economic, social, religious, and cultural will teach the course, is the strong inter-
issues of the country. denominational mission presence in the area-
"We also want them to build relationships mission efforts that work out of very different
with people from the church," Woodbury says. philosophies.
The families will be from the Reformed Students will learn about the history,
community there, which also supports an culture, and politics of the country, and they
elementary school where Dordt College will will visit and participate in the work of
rent classroom space for the course Woodbury several agencies and community development
will teach. organizations.
"Students do not have to speak Spanish to "Some operate only with local staff, some
enroll," says Woodbury. Language instruction involve North American staff; some are word
is part of the program, and students will be and deed ministries, some only deed. It should
_ .... ...paired up-with native-speakess-ro-help.them ....._,....help-students-see..the.,variet~t.approaches to
learn the language more easily. mission work and see how organizations can
"We want students to be able to see the work together," says Bajema.
diversity of God's creation, to get out of Students will see the powerful influence
their comfort zone and relate to people from the Catholic Church has on Latin American
another culture," Woodbury says. culture and in the process see how a world-
Although the Honduras program is open view shapes a culture, Bajema adds. They'll
to any student, most of those who are consid- visit places like the Farmer to Farmer Program
ering enrolling this spring are Spanish majors and the Equal Exchange Fair Trade coffee
or minors who want to expand their language organization. They'll stay at the Nehemiah
skills. In some ways the course is a new ver- Center, the headquarters for agencies associ-
sion of one offered in Mexico in years past by ated with the Christian Reformed Church in
retired professor Dallas Apo!. Since the for- Nicaragua.
eign language department requires Spanish "We believe that it works best for
majors to spend time in a Spanish-speaking students to go to places where we are well
country, this course provides a good opportu- connected," says Bussema. "If one of our
nity for them to do so. goals is to have students connect with people,
The Nicaragna course is also set in a it's helpful to put them in places they can go
Reformed community, one with which Dordt back to should they wish to," he adds.
College has had a number of connections over Although many students have expressed
the past several years. Several alums have interest in the two courses, enrollments are
taught at the Nicaraguan Christian Academy lower than the instructors hoped. That is
there. AMOR, a student service effort on largely due to cost. The three-week Courses
Faculty Positions August 2004
Dordt College is seeking applications in the following areas:
Education: Special education. Ed.D or Ph.D preferred.
Mathematics (Part-time): Teach courses in undergraduate mathematics as well as contribute to the work
of the Mathematics-Computer Science Department Position could be either full-time for one semester,
half-time for two semesters, or adjunct. Preference will be given to applicants with undergraduate
teaching experience and advanced graduate training.
Evaluation of applications will continue until the positions are filled. To learn more about a position and
receive application materials, qualified persons committed to a Reformed, biblical perspective and edu-
cational philosophy are encouraged to send a letter of interest and curriculum vita/resume to:
Dr. Rockne McCarthy Facsimile: 712 722-4496
Vice President for Academic Affairs E-mail: vpaa@dordt.edu
Dordt College Web site: www.dordt.edu/offices/academic_affairs
498 4th Ave. NE
Sioux Center,]A 51250-1697
Dordt College is an equal opportunity institution that strongly encourages the applications of women, minorities, and disabled persons.A group of Dordt College students and two faculty members went to Nicaragua over the
semester break as part of AMOR, an annual service project.
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Mission conference challenges and inspires students
Forthe past eight years, Dr. WayneKobes has been taking students to theOverseas Ministries Center in New
Haven, Connecticut, in January for student
seminars on world missions.
"It's a good way for students to
encounter Christians from a wide range of
Christian traditions," says Kobes, a profes-
sor of theology at Dordt College. Christian
students from Africa, India, Southeast Asia,
and around the world are represented, many
of them currently studying in the United
States. Students participate in seminars and
engage in discussions with Catholics,
Pentecostals, Anabaptists, Presbyterians,
and others.
This year students heard North
Koreans talk about the difficulty the church
has getting a foothold there because of
severe government restraints on meeting.
They also heard about an indigenous
African mission movement called Millions
for Christ where poor families set aside a
little bit of rice each day to later sell to
raise money to support missions. And they
listen to well-known speakers like Harvey
Cox from Harvard Divinity School.
"The week allows students to confront
concrete and important issues in the church
and be able to talk about what they
believe," says Kobes.
Many of the students who go have
some interest in missions as a career.
One student wrote, "I am very interested
in world missions, and I wanted to get
a better idea of what is going on in
different parts of the world. I wanted to
.I'
Because students stay right on the Atlantic Ocean at the Overseas Ministries Center, they've developed a
tradition of going for a January swim.
know the countries' strnggles and what they
are trying to do to bring the gospel.
I learned that if you sincerely give up your
will God will do incredible lltings. We, as
Westerners, are very individualistic, and we
like to have our own goals and maps of our
lives. I was challenged to lay all of my
desires before the Lord and seek Him and
follow after Him."
Another student wrote, "The seminars
gave us a chance to push open the doors
and see what life is like on the missions
field. It was a joy to listen to the African
missionaries and to learn from their culture
and their passion. There was litis constant
optimism that there will always be work for
those with a passion for sharing Christ with
the world."
Whatever concrete impact the confer-
ence has on the future careers of individual
students, their deepened understanding of
the church universal will forever remain
with them.
"Some come back changed; all are
inspired," Kobes says. So he will continue
to accompany any students who are inter-
ested in attending the conference in years to
come.
Psych class helps test babies' memories
The ten members of Dr. DannyHitchcock's Cogoitive Psychologyclass paid four visits to three- and
four-month-old babies last semester as part
of a lab project studying memory in infants.
Groups of five students helped Hitchcock
replicate research to determine what a three-
to four-month-old child remembers after one
week by using a cause and effect game.
"Research shows that infants this age
only remember the game for five days,"
says Hitchcock. But given a cue, memory
can be reactivated.
Hitchcock and his students went to the
infants' homes and installed a mobile on
their cribs. With each baby, they hooked a
ribbon from the baby's foot to the mobile
so that kicking wonld make it move.
Within two or three minutes babies began
to catch on that they could move the mobile
by kicking their feet.
"By the end of the fifteen-minute
session they are kicking like gangbusters,'
says Hitchcock. The students returned to
visit the houses the next day to repeat the
experiment, and the babies immediately
began kicking. Six days later, after the
game was forgotten, students came back
and presented a brief reminder or cue by
moving the mobile without attaclting the
ribbon to the baby's foot. The next day
they returned for a memory test, tying the
ribbon to the mobile and the baby's foot.
And sure enough, the baby kicked immedi-
ately, suggesting the cue helped bring back
the memory that would have otherwise
remained forgotten.
Hitchcock, whose area of expertise is
infant learning, tries to help students under-
stand the research that lies behind what
they learn in their textbooks.
"We were trying to answer the
question' After we forget somellting, has
memory disappeared or is it just inaccessi-
ble?" says Hitchcock.
The infant learning
example is just one part of
a lab connected to
Hitchcock's Cognitive
Psychology course. For
much of the semester stu-
dents use each other as
subjects to apply many
computer-based experi-
ments on mental processes.
They observe, enter data,
and analyze the results.
The lab is a new addi-
tion to the course. The psy-
chology department has
wanted to give students
more research experience
for some time, says
Hitchcock--especially stu-
dents considering graduate school. And
even for those who don't go on to graduate
school, research offers a way to learn
beyond reading or hearing about it.
In the past, student research was con-
centrated in the senior capstone course,
Experimental Psychology.
"There was too much to cover in one
course," Hitchcock says. So the department
has added research experiences earlier in the
curriculum, giving students the tools and
experience they need before they undertake





Senior Eric Anderson was
litis year's recipient of the $2000
Sylvia W. Farny Scholarship
awarded by the American Society
of Mechanical Engineers
Auxiliary. The award was
one of only four named scholar-
sltips that the ASME Auxiliary
awarded to undergraduate
student members of ASME this
year. Anderson applied for the
scholarship in ltis junior year
and received word of ltis
award just prior to this academic
year. He joins three other
Dordt students who have
received this award over the
past five years.
Anderson has served on the
executive committee of the Dordt
College ASME Student Section
since ltis freshman year and
is currently its chair. He was
presented with the award tltis
fall by Dr. Marcia Zwiep.
Music alums come
back to perform
Inthe past three months, three accomplished musicalums have returned to campns to perform recitals.Just before Christmas Ktistin Sybesma Elgersma
COO) presented a recital drawing on work she had pre-
pared for her audition to a doctoral program in piano
at Northwestern University. This semester 2002 alums
Tricia Van Be and Erika (Van Den Hul) Hoogeveen
gave pre-recital master's recitals in the BJ. Haan
auditorium. Van Be and Hoogeveen are performance
Erika (Van Den Hnl) Hoogeveen majors in voice and violin at the University of
Minnesota.
"This is a good idea," says music department chair Karen DeMol. "Many per-
formance majors on both collegiate and graduate levels find a way to give a pre-
recital recital. Sometimes the venue is a church with invited friends and family. In
these three situations, each of the recitalists wished to 'give something back to
Dordt' in gratitude for the fine music education they received here."
The music department was thrilled to do tltis. All three recitalists are excep-
tionally accomplished musicians who are studying in respected programs with
well-known teachers.
This isn't the first time Dordt has hosted snch an event, DeMol says. Some
years ago, Darren Van't Hul, now teaclting at Western Christian High School, gave
ltis master's voice recital at Dordt College.
Voice 5
Rachelle VerSteeg and Natalie Draayer observe baby Lydia for Dr. Danny
Hitchcock's Cognitive Psychology class.
•All My Sons earns a ticket to ACTF
The story
Sally Jongsma
Itwas realism in a time whenedgy modern shows have gar-nered most of the attention in
academic theater. It was a small
college production among large
university shows. But it was a
feather in the cap of the Dordt
College theatre arts department,
and the excitement will not be for-
gotten for some time for those
involved.
All My Sons, the fall main
stage show of the Dordt College
theatre arts department, is only the
second Dordt College production
to be invited to the regional
Kennedy Center American College
Theatre Festival (ACTF) competi-
tion and the first to be "held" for
consideration for a national per-
formance.
All My Sons, written by
Arthur Miller, played to appreciative audi-
ences over Parents' Weekend on campus last
fall, and it did so again in January at the
regional ACTF in Denver. Out of 204 shows
performed in the region, fifty-four were
entered into the annual competition from
Region 5. In December, adjudicators nar-
rowed the field to seven after attending cam-
pus performances like the one on Parents'
Weekend. From Region 5, three of the seven
plays were "held" for consideration as one
'AU MY Sons portrays lIleJ\:merican Dream come trUeJor Joe
Keller. It is 1947, and the war is over. Keller, who built his business
making cylinder heads for fighter planes, has become a wealthy man.
But something happened that few are willing to deal with. Keller's
partner is in prison, his son Larry, a fighter pilot, is missing in action
and presumed dead. His son Chris intends to marry his brother's
girlfriend and the daughter of his father's partner. The drama intensely
explores the relationships between fathers and sons and between
people and the communities to which they belong.
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of the four to six shows nation-wide to be
performed at the Kennedy Center in
mid-April. Although All My Sons was not
selected to perform at the Kennedy Center,
the director did comment on how extraordi-
nary it was to see such mature
acting in such a young cast, calling it a
"moving production."
"It felt like a blessing-like we'd
worked hard, done our best, and then it was
out of our hands. And God blessed our
work," says Director Jeri Schelhaas, thinking
about the final performance in Denver. "The
audience saw a good show," she says. She
credits many for the honor. Her
students worked hard, capitalized on their
previous stage experience, and used what
they'd learned in their theater courses. A fab-
ulous set, designed by Professor Simon
du'Ioit (currently on Ph.D. leave) and built
by technical director Jim Van Ry and his
crew of students, helped draw the audience
into the play. The college's commitment to
and funding for a broad-based curriculum




enterprise possible. And the script moved
people to tears.
"[The play] is powerful, captivating,
purposeful, and historical," says actor Laurel
Alons, a sophomore from Sanborn, Iowa.
"The plot is thick and exciting; it moves
along with strength. The characters are real-
istic, full, and always presenting new chal-
lenges for the actors."
"It's a play that has such significant
implications for our life today, in spite of the
fact that it was written fifty years ago. Arthur
Miller provides you with characters that are
deeply emotional and real," says Liz
McPher~Q!1...lLSenLod[Om.J..,inQ)ln,~_
Nebraska, who played the central role of
Kate, the mother in the story.
Schelhaas, who has taught in the theatre
arts department for the last ten years, worked
hard to help the actors develop characters that
would come alive on stage but that also
would stretch and develop their acting ability.
"There were at least three talented
majors who I felt needed to play different
roles than they had typically played," she
for the students, gives
Dordt College a presence
in theater education in the
region, and advertises the
theater program.
Schelhaas acknowl-
edges that involvement in
ACTF also challenges the
department to be who they
are rather than what others
wanttbem to be. Professors
choose plays they believe will help the audience
learn something about human existence before the
face of God, not plays that will get the most atten-
tion.
"Academic theater is a different world from
even most professional theater," says Schelhaas.
Professional theaters have to worry about what will
sell tickets, so they do not take as many risks with
material that may be offensive. Academic theater
often does not have the same constraints.
That means that sometimes the works featured
at ACTF are not ones Dordt College would perform.
"Our students have walked out of some shows,
and others have made them think deeply. There are
always good discussions throughout the week," says
Schelhaas, adding, "It gives them a good idea of
what to expect should they decide to go to graduate
school." And students often leave appreciative of
the theater education they receive at Dordt College.
In Denver other students told Dordt actors how
The American College Theatre Festival pro-
vides an opportunity for college and university the-
ater departments to support one another by respond-
ing to each other's work and honoring excellent per-
formances. It also offers educational workshops for
students and directors at annual regional festivals.
Dordt College enters each of its main stage pro-
ductions in the festival. This means that a judge and
a responder attend a performance of each produc-
tion, giving feedback to the actors and director and
evaluating the performance for the ACTF competi-
tion. In addition, each school that enters a show is
allowed to send three stndents to the annual festival
to compete in the Irene Ryan Acting Competition.
"ACTF is a great opportunity to see and
critique the work of other colleges and have others
critique our work as well," says Rachel Persenaire,
a senior from Escalon, California. It gives Dordt
College students and professors the opportunity to
re-evaluate the important role theater plays in our
society and how Christians can use this venue for
the glory of God, she adds.
"We could run the same program without
ACTF," says theatre arts department chair Jeri
Schelhaas, "but it's always helpful to get responses
from others in your field." It also adds excitement
Jeri Schethaas
says. "I asked if I cast them whether they
would be willing to work with me in very
different roles than they were used to."
Ethan Koerner, a junior from Calhan,
Colorado, had to be tender instead of a
tough guy; Rachel Persenaire, a senior
from Escalon, California, had to playa
sweet all-American girl instead of a sassy
spitfire; Jonathan Horlings, a junior from
Bradford, Ontario, had to let go of his
adept physical humor to playa straight-
laced character.
"They're all feeling mighty fine about
their work now," she says with a smile.
Schelhaas received a card from one cast
member, who said, "Thanks for taking me
down paths I didn't think I could go."
McPherson says, "I have been so challenged
and stretched in my approach to acting in
this play. We were forced to dig deep into
ourselves and find characters that had a his-
tory with one another, that had real relation-
ships with one another, and that cared
deeply for what was happening in the Keller
family. As a result, we all care deeply and
sincerely for each other."
"The play challenged a lot of ideals I
hold dear about responsibility and that I
hope many concerned Christians hold," says
Dan Oldenkamp, a senior from Sanborn,
Iowa, who played Joe Keller, the father.
As the cast wrestled with implications
of the story, they became a unit, better able
to playoff each other, Oldenkamp says.
-0 The cast's camaraderie grew during their
second run of the play in Denver.
"I think the time away from the script
allowed us to grow all the more into our
roles," Oldenkamp.
Since the ACTF conference was held
the week of January 18, cast members had
less than a week after returning to campus
from semester break before leaving for
Denver. Rehearsals had to be done without
the set, which had been modified by Van
Ry because it was too big for the stage in
Denver.
"We had to cut the garage and make do
with several feet less on each side of the
stage; so they had to get used to different
blocking," says Schelhaas.
By Friday, January 16, three days after
returning to campus, a semi trailer on loan
from Diamond Vogel Paints in Orange City,
Iowa, was loaded with the set, ready to be
pulled to Denver by the Justice for All
(from Rock Valley) tractor driven by its
director, Rev. Dan De Groot. That weekend
students boarded a chartered bus together
with students from Northwestern College in
Orange City, who were also attending the
annual event.
All My Sons, scheduled for perform-
ances on Wednesday afternoon and
evening, was the focal point of the week for
Dordt College students and faculty. But
much more goes on at ACTF. Workshops
on a wide range of theater-related topics
run throughout the week. Students and
professors find it an invaluable learning
opportunity. The Irene Ryan Acting
Competition is always a highlight, and,
throughout the week, main stage shows are
performed, as well as one-acts and scenes
invited as showcase pieces.
Six Dordt College students performed
scenes they had rehearsed for Irene Ryan
on Monday, but by the time the set arrived
at 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, their focus was
only on All My Sons until the performance
was over. The cast, who had to wait until
6:00 p.m. to get into the theater, had to
rebuild the set in the available space by
1:00 a.m.
fortunate they were to have so much opportunity to act. In
most large universities, they were told, a theater major is
lucky to get a lead role before he or she graduates. Many
cast members of All My Sons have had numerous leads
and a great deal of individual coaching.
Scbelhaas believes that if they do a good job of what
they believe is good work, others often will respect it.
Although she does not believe profanity is the only indi-
cator of whether a work is offensive, she decided to take
foul language out of the production of All My Sons
because it wasn't needed and would be offensive to some
in the audience.
"At neither level did the responders or judges say it
hurt the production. In fact, they didn't even mention it,"
she says. Schelhaas was ready to defend her choice, saying
that it is actually more of a challenge for actors to use
body language than profanity to convey strong feelings.
The charge of not being "Christian" enough is also
one professors must answer. Schelhaas tells of a prospec-
tive theater student visiting campus while All My Sons
was playing, who couldn't believe that a piece like that
was worth the time for Christians.
"We were able to talk about the fact that we do not
only perform works that proclaim the name of Jesus
Christ," says Schelhaas. "We do works that are made well,
works that ask honest questions about human relationships
and human endeavors-s-often without knowledge of the
Creator and Redeemer, works that show life in its complex-
ity and living as full of hard choices. In many cases the
playwright points out that there could have been a better
way and the audience is left to think about some of their
own choices. That's the power of theater," she adds.
"It was so encouraging to be asked to perform at
ACTF," says Beth Knight, a sophomore from Guelph,
Ontario. "Of course we cannot take all the credit for the
show-our director was crucial to the whole process.
She helped carry the show throughout the entire run."
All My Sons is the first full show from Dordt
College to be invited to ACTF since Indians, directed
by Dr. Verne Meyer, went in 1982. Last year a piece
from Nothing Sacred, directed by Simon du Toit, was
performed during an evening of invited
scenes. And this year Laura Groen's
student show from last spring,
Ghostdance, was "held" along with
All My Sons. But Groen, who performed
the one-woman show, is out of the
country and so withdrew the piece
from consideration. Over the years,
student one-person shows, sets,
costumes, and original music have all
received awards at the festival. In addi-
tion, several students have participated in
and advanced to the final round of the
Irene Ryan Acting Competition.
Schelhaas is prond of the students
and the department's achievements,
saying, "Our students are remarkable
people. They work hard, and they work
together so well,"
''The Northwestern students and tech
director were absolutely wonderful," says
Schelhaas. They pitched in and stayed until
the end. Professor April Hubbard wielded a
hammer, costumer Sue Blorn ironed cos-
tumes. Even Alumni Director Judy
Hagey, who came out for the event,
and Physics Professor Arnold
Sikkema were put to work. Sikkema
had driven his young son, William,
a member of the cast, and a van load
of plants and food needed for the
performance to Denver on Tuesday.
After a tech rehearsal at 9 a.m.
on Wednesday and a shortened
rehearsal in the unfamiliar space at
11, the curtain opened at 3.
The play got off to a good start
but the different stage, an up-close
audience, and a slight lighting prob-
lem may have affected them, says
Schelhaas. The performance began to
drag.
"I couldn't sit and watch," she
says. She walked outside, went up to
the light booth, paced. "I wanted it to
be as good as they had done it before."
And then it was good in acts two
and three. The performance earned a
standing ovation, which Schelhaas
says isn't unconunon, but thrilling never-
theless. They had fun in the evening per-
formance, letting themselves go, knowing it
might well be the last time they ever per-
formed a show they had all come to love.
The performance ended at 10:30
p.m., and the set had to be out of the
theater and on the truck by midnight so
the next show could begin setting up.















by members of the Dordt
College community on issues
facing Christians in our world
today. They do not reflect an
official view of the college.
For the last several years, Dr. Ron Vos
from Dordt's agriculture department,
along with Dr. Wayne Kobes of the
theology department, has given
presentations dealing with the issue
of biblical holism at the annual
Agricultural Missions conference
held each fall at Educational Concerns
for Hunger Organization (ECHO)
in Florida.
For decades, there has been a separationbetween what some have called a deedministry and word ministry as it relates
to missions. Much of this has occurred
because of the way Christianity is practiced
by a large number of Christians in North
America. Some have referred to this as
"upper story" Christianity, a focus on saving
souls versus dealing with how people live out
their lives Coram Deo. The "upper story"
view emphasizes personal piety and down-
plays the idea that Scripture is intended to be
the basis for how we live every part of our
lives.
Thankfully, this view is beginning to
change. The concept of biblical holism-that
every part of our lives should be Scripturally
directed-is being embraced by Christians
around the world as an exciting and enriching
way to view faith and a refreshing under-
standing of how to live. The rhetoric of bibli-
cal holism has become somewhat common in
Christian academic circles over the last few
years, but what is exciting for me is to see it
being worked out in other places and by
other people in God's creation. That was part
of the joy of attending a recent conference in
Kenya.
In January, 1 had the privilege of attend-
ing and presenting a paper at a conference
titled "God and Creation: Agricultural and
Environmental Stewardship." The conference
was sponsored by Brackenhurst
Environmental Programme, a ministry of the
Angling in the English Stream:
100 Ordinary English Words, Caught, Filleted, and
Served Up in Tasty Little Essays
David Schelbaas
These 100 sprightly essays usually begin with a
personal anecdote, move back in time to earlier uses
of the word, and connect to Christian life today.
0-932914-53-5 $12.50




A fascinating collection of recent stories and essays
by the award-winning author of Romey's Place,
Touches the Sky, and other novels.
0-932914-54-3 $18.00
How to Read the Bible to Hear God Speak:
A Study in Numbers 22-24.
Calvin G. Seerveld
"In these pages we are given a much needed-and
excitingl-refresher course in how to read the Bible."
Richard Mouw, Fuller Seminary
Commitment and Responsibility in Nursing:
A Faith-Based Approach.
B. Cusveller, A. Sutton, D. O'Mathuna, editors
"There are no pat answers here. The [nine] authors
[from four countries] raise important issues and
model faithful moral reasoning in real-life dilemmas."
Judith Shelly, Nurses Christian Fellowship
0-9329-14-51-9 $16.00
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About one-third of conference participants were involved in agriculture, one-third were pastors, and the remaining one-
third were made up of NGO staff members, government officials (including Muslims), and people from other continents.
International Mission Board of the Baptist
Church, and Food for the Hungry
International (FHI), a Christian non-govern-
mental organization (NGO) that focuses on
poverty needs relating to food and nutrition.
FHI tearned up with Dordt College to present
a conference held on our campus titled
"Biblical Holism and Agriculture" (BHA) in
May 2002. A book by the sarne title was one
of the results of that conference, which was
attended by people from several countries.
Bnt because of the events of September
11, 200 I, many who had wanted to attend the
BHA conference at Dordt College were
denied visas by the United States govern-
ment. However, those people from Africa
who did manage to come encouraged the
planning of a similar conference in Africa.
The Kenyan conference was the res.ult\ and
most of the attendees were from Africa.
Attending the conference was an exhila-
rating experience for me. The attendees'
desire to serve Christ in every area of their
lives permeated the conference, and it
became obvious that this worldview has
caught on in the last few years in the area of
missions and rnral development. While not
using the Kuyperian narne, it grows directly
out of Abraham Kuyper's view that "there is
not one square inch in the whole domain of
human existence over which Christ. .. does
not cry: Mine!" In fact one of the African
speakers used this quote.
At the beginning of the conference, a
native Kenyan speaker encouraged the 300
people in attendance to move from a shallow
Christianity to a deeper view. He described
Kenyan Christianity as a "mile wide and an
inch deep," and encouraged attendees to
wrestle with the concrete implications of
their faith.
In one sense the African mind has tradi-
tionally been holistic, so this concept is not
hard to understand. Africans who believe in
animistic religions see the spiritual in every-
thing. Western Christians brought the Greek
sacred-secular dichotomy with them when
missionaries brought the Christian message
to Africa. The resulting sacred and secular
split became part of the Christian experience
in Africa as it had in the Western world.
One of the results of that dualistic view
has been that while new Christian churches
abound, the land is being denuded. Forests
are being stripped by people who do not own
them or care about them. Environmental
effects of such actions make it harder and
harder for people to grow what they need to
feed themselves. African Christians are
beginning to see that the concept of biblical
holism offers them a concrete way to live out
their Christianity by caring for the land
they've been given. Throughout the confer-
ence there was a great deal of soul-searching,
and at the end of the conference, there was a
time of repentance and a commitment to
action to implement the concept of biblical
holism.
Based on the enthusiasm of the people
attending the conference, 1 expect concrete
change to follow.
Many evangelical NGOs such as World
Vision have already publicly committed
themselves to holistic ministry in their mis-
sion projects, focusing on justice and social
issues as they bring the gospel. While in
Kenya, 1 had the opportunity to meet with
people from several NGOs including
Christian Reformed JYodd Relief Committee,
Food for tbe Hungry International, and
World Relief. It was encouraging to learn
that many of these evangelical organizations
have banded together to work with the
support of the U.S. Agency for International
Development on problems such as the
mV-AIDS epidemic in Africa.
My trip to Kenya also has led me to
think about biblical holism in our lives as
North Americans. Many of us have been
raised in the Kuyperian view of Christianity.
We have heard the phrases and are familiar
with the vocabulary. But what difference has
it made in the places where God has called us
to work? While verbally and intellectually
acknowledging that God's revelation in
Scripture and Creation has relevance for all
of life, how has that affected things at the
practical level? Do our farms, businesses, and
other institutions follow the prevailing mod-
els of the world with a good dose of personal
piety thrown in or do they start with different
presuppositions and foundations? In other
words, are we using the "correct" vocabulary
while following a dualistic model? My
prayer is that God will guide us as we
seek to do his will and bring glory to his
name.
In the fall of 2004, the Lausanne
Comntittee for World Evangelization will be
holding a Forum for World Evangelism in
Thailand (www.lausanne.org). For the first
time one of the issue groups will be address-
ing the topic of holistic mission. 1have been
asked to serve as a writer and specialist on
topics related to hunger, agriculture, and
water. Such opportunities allow Dordt
College to provide leadership to the broader
evangelical community. We can be thankful
to God that he has placed us in his kingdom
for this type of service at this time.
0-932914-50-0 $12.50
You've heard it many times before:"I've always wanted to be ateacher." But it really is true for
many career teachers. Dr. Pam Adams is one
of them. As a child, she enjoyed school, did
well, and fondly remembers helping an aunt












they can use in
God's world.
Adams has
taught elementary Pam Adams
school, college,
and is currently the director of the Dordt
College graduate education program.
They're quite different teaching experiences,
but she's enjoyed them all. Even though
Adams thought about eventually teaching in
college already while she was an undergrad-
uate, she values and treasures the years she
spent teaching third and fourth grades.
"It was probably easier to care deeply
about individual students in elementary
school," she says. "You're with them all day,
you dream about them, you lose sleep at
night if you've been a little crabby." In
college, students come in and out so rapidly
that it takes more work and time to develop
strong relationships.
"But wherever you teach you have to
love different kinds of people and want to be
with them and do what's best for them," she
says. For Adams, what is best for them
has always been trying to make a differ-
ence in their lives so that they can make
a difference in the world. That's why
she's so committed to Christian educa-
tion-Christian education that tries to
shape and nurture young people so that
they will live God-glorifying lives both
as individuals and as members of the
communities they live in.
Adams, who became director of the
graduate education program at Dordt
College this year, says teaching gradnate
students has been very gratifying and
helped put her earlier teaching experi-
ences in a different perspective.
"I meet students who didn't always
seem to have a lot of passion for some of
the things we try to teach them as under-
graduates, but as mature, experienced teach-
ers they are now 'preaching' to me," she
says, smiliug. "Students who thought Dr.
John Van Dyk had some pretty far-out ideas
and strategies now think he's a genius," she
adds, breaking into a chuckle.
As a consequence. Adams says she is
less concerned that undergraduate students
demonstrate that they "get" everything
they're being taught. Some things they'll
understand later when they need them.
It also makes her a bit more relaxed,
though just as committed about giving her
students the knowledge they need to be
good teachers.
Adams' passion for Christian education
became especially strong when her children
went to school.
"I was pretty particular about what
they were being taught," she says. Adams
attended a Catholic school and still appreci-
ates the fact that her parents sent her there.
She believes it is important for parents to
send their children to a school that reflects
their beliefs and world view.
That is not to say that Christian schools
are perfect. Christian schools, like Christian
families, fight the negative influences of
secular thinking and culture. But this real-
ization makes her even more committed to
trying to train discerning teachers who can
help their students live out their faith.
She's admittedly farther removed from
day-to-day teaching now that she's become
graduate program director. A greater per-
centage of her time is spent on what she
calls detail work: preparing the catalog, lin-
ing up professors to teach summer courses,
working with library and computer services,
preparing reports for the department of edu-
cation, and a host of other administrative
details. But that's important work too
because it helps enable Dordt College to
prepare the best teachers it can.
Van Arendonks head for careers in health care
Faculty profile
Pam Adams moves to director of graduate education
Kyle and Katie Van Arendonk
Combining academics and athletics hasbeen a four-year effort for Kyle andKatie (Hoekstra) Van Arendonk. A
Distinguished Scholar and a basketball
recruit, Kyle is a pre-med exercise science












we've heen able to
he involved in
sports but not have
it take over our
lives," says Kyle.
That's not to say it
has been easy. Both
of them say it takes discipline to keep up
with their responsibilities.
"There are days when we don't see
much of each other," says Katie. They were
married last spring, after meeting during
their first year at Dordt College. Practices
and labs fill their afternoons, and then there
are games and meets and studying.
Both Kyle and Katie plan to attend
graduate school next year, and they've put a
priority on finding a place they can both go.
Kyle has applied to eight schools and Katie
to six. And although they each have at least
one acceptance, they're still looking for the
one that puts them in the same city.
"If it doesn't happen, we'll go where
Kyle is accepted since his program takes
much longer," says Katie. "I'Il reapply the
next year."
Both are committed to careers in health
care. Kyle decided to go to medical school



















so during many of his holiday breaks and
summer vacations since then.
But most of his last two summers were
spent doing biomedical research. After
his sophomore year, Kyle worked on a
research project at Des Moines University-
Osteopathic Medical Center studying the
virulence of candida albicans, a Common
pathogen in humans. Last Summer he partic-
ipated in research at the Medical College of
Virginia on human allergies.
"My involvement in sports also made
me interested in how the body works,"
Kyle says. "My science courses have made
me want to learn more about the amazing
comp1exity of God's creation," he adds.
Katie also knew she wanted to work in
health care when she began college. "I like
the amount of time physical therapists get to
spend with their patients," she says. She
chose a psychology minor so she would be
better prepared to relate to patients in a
holistic way. She's already begun putring
what she knows to work in the physical
therapy department of the local hospital and
in a summer internship.
Both Katie and Kyle place an emphasis
on serving others. They've participated in
student service projects and last year served
as a Big Brother and Big Sister to a young
brother and sister from the community.
"Young kids look up to athletes," Kyle says,
adding that whether that is good or not, it
gives them an opportunity to connect with
someone who could use a mentor.
Last year Katie and a fellow cross-
country runner, Kristi Meendering, organ-
ized a soup supper on behalf of alum and
runner Becky Demarest, who was seriously
injured in a car accident. Her life-threaten-
ing injuries left her with large medical costs.
Katie helped contact local businesses and
people within the community to make the
fnnd raiser possible and brought the money
they raised to Becky's family.
Katie and Kyle expect to carry their
commitment to serving others into the
future. One of their goals is to work with a
medical missions team, either in this country
or abroad.
As they near the end of their college
years and look forward to those ahead,
they especially value the friendships
they've made while here, friendships
built on a common bond that they expect







ApartuershiP involving theSioux County Extension
Office, the Sioux County Farm
Bureau, the Dordt College
Agriculture Department, and
Sioux Center Community
Hospital and Health Center
AgriSafe has received a $1000
I-CASH (Iowa Center for
Agricultural Safety and Health)
grant to offer grain bin safety
education. This is the first col-
laborati ve effort of its kind to
educate young people and adults
about the dangers of flowing
grain.
In 2001 two farm fatalities
occurred in Iowa in grain bin-
related accidents, and grain
entrapments are one of the least
understood farming hazards. In
the past three decades more than
200 farmers have died from
grain suffocation in the United
States. Most fatalities occur
because of limited knowledge of
the dangers of flowing grain.
This project will help answer
questions like: Can a person be
trapped in flowing grain? What
holds someone in grain? How
do people suffocate in grain?
Can an individual rescue some-
one from flowing grain?
With the grant money, three
Dordt College students from
Iowa, Todd Hofman of Sanborn,
Nathan Vander Schaaf of Orange
City, and Wes Zylstra of
Kellogg, will construct a minia-
ture grain bin with a digital
display recording the strength
and their ability, or inability, to
rescue an individual entrapped in
grain. The students will develop
lesson plans and supporting
activities to use with the grain
bin model. Individuals from
each organization will he trained
in using the model to educate
participants.
The grain safety display will
he used at county fairs and Ag
safety camps as well as at Dordt
College Ag Day. It will also be
available for local 4-H and FFA
groups to use as a learning tool.
The organizations expect to
reach over 1000 children and
adults each year as they work







The John and Reona Reinsma
Organ Scholarship is a new
endowed scholarship that will
be awarded to full-time upper-
class students who demonstrate
performance ability on the
organ and iutend to coutribute
to church music programs and
the Oordt College music
program. Gerald and Carol
Reinsma established the
scholarship in honor of Gerald's
parents John and Reona
Reinsma. John Reinsma was
a long-time church organist.
The James Albert Klaver
Memorial Scholarship is
an endowed scholarship in
memory of James Klaver.
James passed away in the
summer of 2003, only a short
time after graduating from
Dordt College. This scholarship
will benefit students majoring
in theology, with preference
given to a youth ministries
major.
Anyone wishing to
contribute to this scholarship
can still do so by sending a
gift to Oordt College and
designating it for the
James Albert Klaver
Memorial Scholarship.
Dr. Joan Ringerwole, professor of
music, and acclaimed trumpeter Rex
Richardson, performed in recital on
February I. The recital included organ
solos, organ and trumpet as well as organ
with four trumpets. Trumpeters from
area colleges who joined Richardson
included Richard Bogenrief (Dordt),
Peter Wood (Morningside), and David
Bohnert (Wayne State). The performance
included numbers by Callahan, Bach,
Matter, Wold, Messiaen, Handel, Phillips,
and Frescobaldi.
Dr. Ron Vos, professor of agriculture,
presented a paper titled "Sustainable
Agriculture-Hope for the Future" at
the God and Creation conference held
in Kenya during January. The conference
was attended by nearly 300 people, one-
third of whom where were pastors, one-













Common Sense or Reformed?"
On March 19, he presented a paper
titled "An Exegetical Battle in Common
Grace" at the annual meeting of the
Midwest Regional Evangelical Theological
Society, which met at Lincoln Christian
College and Seminary in Lincoln, Illinois,
Write for Business, a handbook
authored by Dr John Van Rys of Oordt's
English department, and Dr. Verne Meyer.
an adjunct in the department, has eamed
awards from the Chicago Book Clinic.
Write for College was the winner in the
e-book category and in the scholarly
publishing-adult education category. It
also eamed honorable mention for scholarly
reference work.
Faculty news
Dr. Jim R, Vanderwoerd, professor of
social work, and three of his senior students,
Daniella Beukema. Naomi Elgersma, and
Rebecca Hinderks, presented the results of
research at the University of Nebraska at
Omaha 2004 Midwest Biennial Social Work
Education Conference held March 5 - 7.
Their presentation was titled "Win - Win: Can
BSW Students and Communities Both Benefit
From Service Leaming Research Projects?"
On January 23,
Dr. Charles Adams,
dean of the natural
sciences, gave the





Technology in the Dr. Charles Adams
Christian Worldview,"
held in Albertville, Minnesota. Adams spoke
on "Engineering: A High and Holy Calling."
The conference was sponsored by the
MacLaurin Institute, the Galilean Center, and
the Graduate Christian Fellowship at the
University of Minnesota. It was attended pri-
marily by faculty and graduate students in
natural science, computer science, and engi-
neering at the University of Minnesota.
On February 4. Adams spoke in chapel in
Washington at Shoreline Christian School on
"Walking the Creation Talk"; on February 5,
he spoke in two chemistry classes at Mount
Vernon Christian High School on "a Christian
approacb to science"; and on February 6, he
spoke in a senior biology class at Lynden
Cbristian High School on "a Christian
approach to biotechnology."
Jim Van Ry, the theater arts technical
director, was recently appointed to serve on
the board of Creede Repertory Theatre in
Creede, Colorado. Creede is a regional reper-
tory theater that counts Mandy Patinkin as one
of its alums. Van Ry and his whole family
have worked at the theater for seven summers.
Dr. John Visser, professor of business
administration, taught a short course in China





James Calvin Schaap's bookTouches the Sky has beennominated by Christianity Today
editors for an award in its annual
recognition program. Schaap, who
teaches English at Oordt College,
recently released the book that is one
of only five under consideration in the
fiction category. The recipients' names
will be published in Christianity
Today's June issue.
A panel of judges will rank all
entries in ten categories over the next
few months, selecting first place and
possibly honorable mention in categories including
apologetics/evangelism, biblical studies, Christianity and
culture, Christian living, the church/pastoral leadership,
fiction, historylbiography, missions/global affairs,
spirituality, and theology/ethics.
Last year Christianity Today received 300 nominated
titles from forty-six well-known evangelical publishers,
academic presses, and mainstream houses. The award
criteria include helping readers understand the people,








Kong and India in
January to speak and
interact with
Christian academi-
cians at institutions in
those countries. He
gave two lectures at the Chinese University of
Hong Kong: "Rationale for Christian
Schooling" at the Research Institute of
Christian Education and "How to Teach the
Bible Creatively" for the Association for
Christian Religious Education.
In India, Van Dyk conducted seminars for
facnlty and students on "teaching Cbristianly" at
Bishop Appasamy College for Ans and Sciences
in Coimbatore, India. He also presented two
lectures at the India IAPCHE membership
meeting in Kanyakurnari, India: "Christian
Higher Education in India: New Vision and
New Horizons," and "Developing Curricular
and Instructional Leadership." And he delivered
the "foreign dignitary" speech at India Republic
Day ceremonies at Scntt's Christian College in












and Emotional Reactivity to Learning and
Frustration.
In May Hitchcock will participate in a
presentation in Chicago with former col-
leagues from Robert Wood Johnson Medical
School in New Jersey. "When frustrations are
repeated: Infant behavior and emotions" will
be presented in a poster session at the biennial
meeting of the International Conference on
Infant Studies.
Dr. John Van Dyke
Dr. Daniel Hitchcock
Dr. Timothy McConnell
DO R DT COLLEGE
Vice President for College Advancement
Dordt College invites applications and nominations for the position of Vice
President for College Advancement. Dordt College enrolls approximately 1,250
students from more than 25 U.S. states, six Canadian provinces, and over a dozen
other countries, and has been ranked by the U.S. News and World Report as one of
the "top ten best values among regional liberal-arts colleges in the Mid-West." Dordt College seeks to
provide a holistic learning experience for our students, in which the kingdom perspective is infused
throughout the curriculum - a curriculum designed to help students develop Christian insight to dis-
cern and challenge the worldviews of our age in light of God's Word and a Reformational perspective.
Serving on the President's Cabinet, the VPCA is primarily responsible for planning, organizing,
implementing, and providing leadership to the institutional advancement and all external relations
activities at Dordt College. The VPCA must work in partnership with campus faculty, staff, and admin-
istration, and will be responsible for participating in and encouraging the cultivation and solicitation of
major gifts.
Candidates should have a four-year degree in Administration or Education and a minimum of
five years of related experience in a non-profit organization, preferably in education. Experience with
coordinating outreach and admissions activities would be desired. Other essential qualifications would
include demonstrated competence in resource development, exceptional communication skills (written
and oral), comfort with extensive travel, experience in managing and leading a professional advance-
ment team, and an ability to conceptualize and frame strategies for development and fund raising.
Review of applications received will begin immediately and continue until the position is filled.
Qualified and interested applicants should send a letter of application, current resume, at least three
professional references, and copies of your college transcripts to:
Director of Human Resources, Dordt College
498 Fourth Ave. NE, Sioux Center. IA 51250
Phone: (712) 722-6017 Fax: (712) 722-1198
Email: sdroog@dordLedu




With fifteen of their twenty-eight gamesscheduled against opponents rated in
the NAJA's top 25 during the 2003-2004
season, the Lady Defenders knew that
matching last year's nine-win total would be
an accomplishment in itself. A nineteen point
win over Briar Cliff on the last day of the
season allowed the Lady Defenders to do
just that, improving to 9-19 for the season
and finishing 4-14 in the best NAJA Division
IT women's basketball conference in the
country.
The year included a season opening win
over Grand View and also included three sets
of back-to-back wins. The Lady Defenders
were 5-5 in non-conference games. including
a pair of wins over Northwestern
(Minnesota) and Viterbo, teams expecting to
challenge for the title in their respective con-
ferences. The Lady Defenders also had the
opportunity to travel to Central California,
playing a pair of games in front of Dordt
College alumni and supporters at Fresno
Pacific. They nearly pulled off an upset of
the highly-regarded host school before
falling in overtime.
Three senior players and a student
assistant will leave the Defender program.
The players, Jacque Scoby, Rachel Schutte,
and Colleen De Groot, filled a variety of
roles throughout their careers. Scoby
appeared in seventeen games this season,
starting three and averaging just over two
points per game. Scbutte and De Groot
appeared in all twenty-eight games for the
Lady Defenders, with Schutte contributing
5.4 points per game and De Groot 8.1 points
and 4.1 rebounds per game.
De Groot leaves in twenty-first place in
high scoring in Dordt history, with 640
points and fifteenth all time in rebounding
with 369. Schutte ends her four-year Dordt
career with 610 points and is twenty-second
~..
in scoring all time.
Schutte, Angie Katsma, and Katie
Bleeker were all named NAJA Scholar
Athletes at the conclusion of the season.
Men's basketball
A season filled with buzzer beaters and
.r\..narrow wins and losses came to an end
for the Dordt College Defender men's bas-
ketball team on February 21. It was only fit-
ting that the final shot of the season was
another that beat the horn, handing the
Defenders a heartbreaking 78-76 loss to
Briar Cliff.
In a season where ten games were deter-
mined by eight points or less and seven were
decided on the last possession, the Defenders
finished 14-14 overall and 6-12 in the Great
Plains Athletic Conference. They missed the
post-season playoffs for the first time since
the 1998-1999 season.
Two seniors played their last season for
the Defenders, with Kyle Van Arendonk and
Peter Anderson completing their Dordt
College careers. Anderson, from Eureka,
South Dakota, played in all twenty-eight
games for the Defenders this season, starting
in nine while averaging 3.3 points and 3.]
rebounds per game.
Van Arendonk, a three-year starter from
Pella, Iowa, averaged 14.8 points per game
as a senior while also grabbing 3.9 rebounds
per game. Van Arendonk leaves as the ninth
leading scorer in school history with 1210
career points. He also had 213 career assists
for eleventh place, 135 steals for fourth
place, and 429 rebounds for twentieth place
all time.
Both Van Arendonk and Anderson were
NAJA Scholar Athletes for the second con-
secutive year, with Van Arendonk earning
all-conference honors. Luke Ruter, a
sophomore from Sioux Center, also earned
all-conference honors after leading the
Defenders in scoring with 15.9 points per
game and 6.1 rebounds per contest.
This marked the ninth season on the
bench for coach Greg Van Soelen, with his






Before we send out invitations to our 50th anniversary celebration, we need to be sure
we have the current addresses and information of all our friends. We especially wish to update
our records of former board members and employees of the college. If you are a friend or
relative of former employees or board members and think your relative will not see this
request, please feel free to respond for them. You may also respond bye-mail to
ddewittsidordt.edu
Former Dordt College Board Member Information:
Please fill in the following information if you have served on the Board of Trustees, Central
Board, or Voting Member Board of Dordt College.
Your name Spouse's name
Address
Phone e-mail





Years employed at Dordt College ___ to ___
Position or Title during that time period
Office or Department you worked in
Name of Supervisor
Full-time or Part-time?
If Part-time-approximately how many hours/week did you work? /week
\






Dordt CoUege will be celebrating
its jubilee anniversary - fifty years of service
to Christian higher education.
In honor of the occasion, we invite
submissions of original plays to be performed




Production of your playas Dordt
College's Spring 2005 mainstage show
Provision for your attendance at
the play's debut
Second & Third PI..-
• $750 and $250 awards
Submission Deadline: August 1, 2004
WInner Announced: September 17, 2004
To enler, send your manuscript to:
Jubilee Committee
Attn: Dr. John H. Kok
Dordt College
498 4th Avenue NE
Sioux Center, IA 51250
Phonathon night
Haveyou ever wonderedwhat's behind the phone
call you get from a Dordt
College student? The call origi-
nates from one of eighteen phone
stations in a 20- by 25-foot
upstairs room in the maintenance
building. Students arrive around
6:30 p.m. and work for two or
three hours, first calling numbers
on the east coast and gradually
moving across the country.
"Callers are assigned numbers to
call based on where they come
from," says Wes Fopma, director
of the Dordt College Annual
Fund. For example, Sandra Viss,
a junior caller from Modesto,
California, calls and enjoys visit-
ing with alumni, parents, and
friends from Modesto and Ripon,
California. Callers try to average
six contacts an hour.
"It is hard work and can
sometimes be discouraging,"
says Fopma, considering that
many of the calls are not
answered, connect to answering
machines, or reach the wrong
number. "But the stories they
could tell!" he adds. More often
than not students are rewarded
for their calling by seeing the
generosity and love that many
alumni, parents, and friends have
for Dordt College.
And they have a good time
together. Callers earn the right to
breaks to play miniature golf,
darts, and trivial pursuit as
rewards for successful calls.
This falltbirty-four students
talked to almost 14,000 people,
raising a little over $360,000 in
gifts and pledges. But the calling
doesn't stop after first semester.
Alumni are called again during
the spring for a special need
project, and parents and friends
are called for the Spring Debt
Reduction Drive.
Fopma encourages you to
take time when students call to
visit with them and ask them
how they are doing. They enjoy
the friendly calls and often share
the best calls with the rest of the
crew.
It's still a good
time to invest in
gift annuities
With CD rates at recordlows and likely to remain
so, now is still a great time to
invest in a gift annuity at Dordt
College. A gift annuity will
enable the investor to increase
her/his rate of return and
guarantee an above-average
income stream for life.
Don't miss this opportunity
to beller your portfolio and make
a wonderful impact at Dordt
College. Contact the Dordt








Julia Stronks, '82, challenged students
to use their youth and passion to make a
difference in a broken world.
... Bearing Fruit
Several hundred alumni returned tocampus at the end of February. Some
came to recognize the contributions of
Distinguished Alumna, Dr. Julia K.
Stronks, and to reminisce at a banquet in
her honor. Some came to celebrate the
agticuiture department's 25th anniver-
sary---{)r perhaps just to see if the profs
really could flip flapjacks! Some came to
admire the artistic works of the thirteen
alums whose projects were selected for the
art department's first juried alomni art
competition.
Some came for the excitement of
intercollegiate athletics. Some came great
distances for the thrill of taking to the ice
in the alumni hockey tournament. Whether
they came from near or far, we trust their
experience echoes this alum's: "The cam-
pus is alive and there are many new and
impressive facilities that tell alumni and
parents like myself ...Dordt has kept up and
is still a serious Christian and academic
institution to be considered for our children
and our financial support."
Alumni artists were honored at a reception.
The Kids Carnival is a popular spot for children of all ages to spend a few hours while their parents
reconnect with their classmates and friends.
More than twenty former hockey players traveled from as far as
Edmonton and Guelph to participate in the first alumni hockey
tournament played on the Blades' home ice at the All Seasons Center.
The Defenders rmished the season in contests with Briar Cliff University. The Ladies ended their
season with a win, while the men lost on a last-second shot.
Ag Profs, Bajema, Jamison, Olthoff, Schouten, Goedhart, and Vos manned the grills to
feed almost 400 alumni and friends at their country breakfast buffet.
Voice 12
Distinguished Alumni
Julia Stronks finds her calling
in teaching and working for justice
Julia Stronks
Dr.Julia Stronks was named this year'sDordt College Distinguished Alumna and
was honored at Alumni Weekend on Fehruary
19-21. Stronks currently teaches at Whitworth
College in Spokane, Washington, in the
department of politics and history ..Perhaps
the best way to summarize her contribution to
her profession and the world is to quote
excerpts from a letter written in honor of her
selection as Distinguished Alumna by the
chair of her department at Whitworth. Dr.
John C. Yoder writes "Julia Stronks uses her
academic skills, her professional experience,
her love of students, her commitment to
social justice, and her Christian faith in a way
that sets her apart as a teacher, scholar, and
mentor." Yoder continues:
Julia Stronks is a wonderful teacher
who bas done more than almost anyone I
know to extend the classroom into the real
world. Her courses on American politics
and government combine a strong under-
standing of the political system with a
passion to make that system work for all
members of society, especially the margin-
alized. Instead of confining her teaching to
the campus, Julia Strouks has included the
City of Spokane into her courses. As part
of their course work. Julia's students work
with street kids, juvenile delinquents, home-
less people, and single parents. An innova-
tive course that is characteristic of Dr.
Stronks' approach to education is a class she
developed in cooperation with several
Spokane churches. The class, held in down-
town Spokane, brings together Whitworth
students and community people in a way
that combines theory, practical experience,
and first-hand knowledge. In this, as in all
of her efforts, Dr. Stronks finds ways to
bring many people and groups together to
marshal multiple resources for tackling
problems. While some merely analyze and
study, and others become deeply involved
without much understanding, Julia Stronks
brings together theory, enthusiasm, and
institutional involvement in a unique and
productive way.
The Lives of Commitment project
Stronks initiated at Whitworth has grown out
of her strong belief, formed largely at Dordt
College, that every part of
life needs reclaimiug.
Students must do more
than simply respond to
needs. They need to under-
stand nnderlying social
prohlems and develop the
skills that will help them
bring sustainable and struc-
tural chauge to their com-
munities. Stronks not only
wants to empower individ-
uals and organizations to
solve their own problems
but also to establish in stu-
dents a model for sustain-
ing a life-long commitment
to working for justice.
What has been the most
exciting thing that has
happened in your life
recently?




JS: A few years ago I
would say that I was motivated professionally
by a desire to contribute to the scholarship on
religious freedom, and personally I was moti-
vated by the desire to raise a child who under-
stood his obligation to do justice in the world.
More recently, I've understood that my work
has to reflect my deepest commitments. Now,
professionally and personally, I want to live
my life and encourage others to live their lives
in ways that serve the weak and poor and
those who suffer from injustice. This doesn't
mean we all have to become Mother Theresa,
but it does mean that in whatever field we are
working we have an obligation to think ahout
how it can be used to relieve suffering in the
world. Engineers can think about the infra-
structure in poor nations, artists can speak
God's troth using art to express the voice of
the weak, chemists and hiologists can think
about food and environment problems, busi-
ness people can work on microenterprise
development for others.
Tell me briefly the path your life has taken
since Dordt College,
JS: I went to law school first because Bernie
Zylstra of the Institute for Christian Studies
told me that God needed lawyers who cared
about justice. I worked for several years in the
field of law, but I didn't feel that the work 1
was doing really helped me think about justice
issues. I went to graduate school when Charles
and I started a family and was quite surprised
at how much I loved teaching. I had always
resisted the idea of teaching because I grew up
in an academic family. But, it is amazing to
me to be able to be inspired by and energized
by and excited by what God is doing in the
lives of college students. As long as I can
combine my interests in justice issues with
experiential teaching with students, this
profession is a good one for me.
Tell ns a bit ahout your family,
JS: Charles Zandbergen ('80) and I were mar-
ried twenty years ago, and we have a thirteen-
year-old son, Matthew. Matthew loves basket-
ball so Charles and I are learning to appreciate
a whole new area oflife. Charles is an
architect with a focus on historic preservation.
My parents (Bill and Gloria Goris Stronks)
have recently moved to Spokane, which is
great for all of us. Our whole family spends
a lot of time talking about political issues
in our city and our nation. But we also love
to vacation in Puerto Vallarta, which creates a
bit of cognitive dissonance!
How did Dordt College shape who you are?
What memories stick with you?
JS: The emphasis on "all of life is religion"
helped me to understand that every discipline
could he claimed for God's glory.
My best memories are of conversations
with faculty, which helps me belter understand
my own work as a faculty member. I have
wanted to believe that the classroom is the
most important place for my work with
students, but it is more and more clear to me
that students learn from us by the patterus of
our lives and by Our discussions with them
outside of class.
What makes a good teacher?
What are the hig challenges and joys?
JS: The biggest challenges are grading and
meetings. I hate them both. I hate grading
because I want students to focus on the work,
not the evaluation. And I find meetings just
sap my energy. But both are necessary in aca-
demia. The greatest joys are the students who
say their lives are influenced by the experi-
ences I help them line up-whether this is a
semester in D.C., work with street kids in our
city, or community development projects
where they learn a surprising amount from the
poor.
I used to think lectures were the most
important aspect of teaching, but I have real-
ized that most people, including myself, learn
best from experience combined with lecture
rather than by silting in a classroom. So I try
to he the kind of teacher that can convey
information in an environment that helps stu-
dents see how the world fits together, and then
encourage them to do some work in that world
as they are learning. I dislike the model of
teacher as holder of all knowledge.
What dreams and goals do you have
for the future?
JS: I'm very excited ahoutthe poverty work
we are doing at Whitworth, hoth in our city
and in terms of developing projects around the
world. Right now we have eighty percent of
the departments on our campus committed to
helping students see the connection between
their field and the ability to work for God's
justice among the poor. The potential for new
projects in this environment is terrific.
I know I should do more writing in the
future, and my mother and I have a project we
are collaborating on. It relates to the question
of how different people have tried to raise
children who are aware of their responsihility
to do justice in the world. We are not saying
that we have a plan for how to do this, but we
plan to interview hundreds of other people
who have done this-and we want to learn
from them.
Dr. Julia Stronks is the author of Law,
Religion, and Public Policy: A Commentary
on First Amendment Jurisprudence, and
Christian Teachers in Public Schools: A
Guide for Teachers, Administrators, and
Parents, which she wrote with her mother,




An art show featuring the
work of Dordt College alnmni
was on display at the Campus
Center Art Gallery during the
month of February. The juried art
show, featuring twenty-two works
by alumni, was curated by Karen
Acker, a Northwestern College art
professor. Acker said she chose
the works based on content and
good composition, including a
wide diversity of styles.
Alumni artists, their class
year, and the title of compositions
were: Gerald Folkerts (1980)
"Head Over Heals Monty";
G. Carol Bomer (1970)
"Kiev/Dawn" and "Global city";
Eric Van Wyk (2002) "Winged
Omen" and "Haybales"; Sam
Gutierrez (2000) "Bound,"
"Rook" and "Neighbor"; Chloe
Hilden (2002) "Landscape I";
Gary Alsum (1979) "Promenade";
Michelle Hofer (1996) "For
Madeline"; Sharyl Wielard (1989)
"Roofed" and "Serenity"; Jennifer
Trosen (2002) "Reiteration" and
"Balance"; Andy Stravers (1999)
"War"; Arla Kuipers Mattock
(1982) "Kitchen Prayer"; Michael
Contaut (2002) "Animals"




Winning entries: lsI: Laurie
Zinkand-Selles ('80), Toronto,
Ontario-mixed media; 2nd:
Michael Contant ('02), Langley,
B.C.-black/white photography;







We'd be happy to share any
news you have about family
and career changes, or important
events in your life. E-mail
uS at voice@dordt.edu
Dennis Walstra ('73) was elected mayor of
Sioux Center in November. Dennis owns Walstra
Plumbing and Heating in Sioux Center.
In May 2003, Jules and JoAnne (Van Dyk)
de Jager ('74, ex'75) moved to Hamilton,
Ontario, after a four-year stay in Edmonton,
Alberta. Jules is now the Director of Elementary
Education with the Ontario Alliance of Christian
Schools. JoAnne, after many years of nursing,
graduated with distinction in June 2003 with a
BScN degree from the University of Alberta.
Duane and Sheryl (Schrotenboer)
Plantinga ('75,'75) moved to Edmonton,
Alberta, in July of 2000. Sheryl is an
administrative assistant for the education
department at The King's University College,
and Duane is the director of the Association of
Independent Schools and Colleges in Alberta.
Ken and Deborah (Butler) Peterseu
('79,'81) live in the Minneapolis area. After
teaching at Dordt College for seven years, Ken is
now teaching environmental science courses at
Bethel College. Deb recently accepted a position
as administrative assistant in Alumni and Parent
Relations at Northwestern College in St. Paul.
Ken and Deb have three children: Hilary, Zack,
and Abby.
Jeff Alberts ('88) graduated from the
Ontario Police College in July 2003. He is
currently a police constable with York Regional
Police in Ontario, Canada.
During an Alumni Weekend Career
Symposium, nearly thirty alums in a
variety of occupations told of the path
they had taken to their current career.
Future Defenders
Michael and Ruth (Vanden Bosch,'85) Sauers, Luke Michael, 12/23/03
Randy and Marsha Meyer (' 87), Kaeley Marie, 1lI5/03
Jeff and Julie (Handlogten,'88) Kuhl, Kylie Rae, born 4/3/03, adopted 10/3/03
Brian and Suzanne (De Boer, ex '90) Moore, Nathan Tyler, 8/21/03
Steven and Angela (Hegeman) Zwart('91,'91), Skyler John, 7/14/03
Mark and Melissa (Weg,'91) Van Holland, Vivian Hope, 10/12/03
Steve and Nancy (Van Der Jagt) De Jong (ex '89,'93) Case David 10/10/03
»..I""ud _)W~f~1 '~~Sue,tiIW03
John and Janeen (Yhema) K10mplen ('92'92), Anneke Elise, 9/12103
Glen and Jill (Altena) Nydam ('92,'92), Reegan Luke, 12/5/03
Eric and Jackie (Martinus,'92) Boss, Cheyanne Elizabeth, 1/12/04
John and Dee (Haan) Hiemstra ('92,'93), Sam Peter, 6/18/03
Tom and Val (Ruter) Jonker ('90,'93), Riley Michelle, 12110/03
Steve and Brenda Walhof ('93), Katrina Joy, 12/3/03
Doug and Carla (VISSer)Brouwer ('94,'93),Micah Jaron, 11/07/03
Peter and Mara (plant, eX'94) Mahler, Greta Maureen, 3/4/03
Brent and Dawn (Vander Meulen,'94) Witte, Jaden Alan, 12117/03
Chad and Cathy (Branderhorst) Feenstra ('94,'95), Cole Ryan, 1217/03
Brent and Sheryl (Van Donselaar '95) Vande Kamp, Bronwyn Rae, 8/01/03
Joel and Valerie (Gritters) Minderhoud ('95,'95), Emma Christine, 1113/03
Shawn and Janneke (Van Nieuwenhuizen) Bakker ('95,'96), James Stuart, 8m03
Derek and Sarah (Herwerden,'96) DeKoster, Sydni Tess, 1/ 24/04
Stephen and Stephanie Ling ('96), Katrianna Sophia, 12/20/03
Tom and Melissa (Vander Lugt) Kamp ('96,'96) Jakob Mathes, 1/29/04
Jim and Tammy (Pool, '96) Van Rooyen, Robert James, 8/18/03
Troy and Sara (Bareman) Stahl ('96,'96), Brett Gregory, 6/6/03
Kevin and Kristin (Vande Griend,'96) Schut, Karina Elise, 10/12103
Matt and Sarah (Bnuma) Mosser ('96,'97), Allyson Jennifer, 1/29/04
Cory and Alison (Jongejan) Kent ('97,'96), Oliver Terence, 2/21/04
John and Tracy Andringa ('97), Hannah Elizabeth Marie, 9/19103
Shawn and Naomi (Meyer,'97) Koenen, Elizaheth Megan, 1/31/04
Jason and Mandy (Langeland,'97) Van Hofwegen, Emma Brianne, 215/04
Keith and Tricia (Feyer) Hendricks ('97,'97), Kory Keith, 8/30/03
Sean and Julie Voogt ('97), Remy Skye, 12/20/03
Steve and April (Vande Zande,'97) Steffen, Ella Rose, 11/28/03
Heath and Amy (Feikema) Oherloh ('97,'98), Madelyn Emma, 1211/03
Neil and Becky (Van De Griend) Graves ('97,'99) Katelyn Lois, 7/31/03
Douglas and Sara (Hanenehurg, ex'98) Koole, Nathan David, 1/30/04
Josh and Alecia (Link) Van Hulzen ('98,'98), Jacob and Andrew, 11/18/03
Mark and Rachel (Postma) Memmelaar ('97,'99), Jacob Arlan, 11/13/03
Eric and Cara (DeWit) DeHaau ('97,'99), Gerrit Henry, 4/25/03
Doug and Mae Meyers ('98), Abigail Joy, 1/2104
Matt and Kristin (Boogerd) Mellema ('99, ex'98) Naomi Grace, 11/21/03
Jeff and Marisa (VanderMeulen) KrosscheU ('99,'99), Meagan Kathleen, 7/22/03
Ryan and Jennifer (Van Mersbergen) Notehoom ('99,'99), Lucas Michael, 2/5/04
Daniel and Tanya (Vander Kooi) Ohbink ('99,'99), Amber Brianna 11/21/03
Chris and Lisa (Zandstra, '99) Laud, Jonathan Christopher, 7/03
Louis and Karen (van Kuiken) van Belle ('99,'00), Thijs David, 8/15/03
Brad and Jill (Van Maanen) DeBoer ('99,'00), Dana Marie, 11/9/03
Wade and Denise (Kooistra,'OO) Vanden Berg, Kayda Alysabeth, 1/25/03
Adam and Krista Van Meeteren ('00), Brayden Jacob, 10/8/03
Casey and Shannonlah (Terpstra) Suerens (ex'01,'02), Gabriella Ann, 8/29/03
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Left to Right, Back to front: Tricia Van Dyk, Benjamin
Groenewold, Joel Van Soelen, Joshua ChristofTels, Renee Van
Groningen, Tabitha Van Soelen, Kristen Hoeksema, Leanne
Doornbos, and Kim Kerkstra.
Randy Boer ('92) graduated from Fnller
Seminary in Pasadena, California, with a master
of divinity degree. He is currently a full-time
pastor at Hope International Church in Arcadia,
California.
John Klomplen ('92) is pastor of discipleship
at lst Byron Christian Reformed Church in
Byron Center, Michigan. After nine and a half
year of teaching, Janeen (Ybema, '92) stays
home with their children, Ethan, 2, and Anneke.
John Vau Dyk ('92) successfully defended
his Ph.D. dissertatioo iu the fall and received his
doctoral degree in entomology from Iowa State
University in December. John is a systems
analyst and faculty member at ISU where he
works with information technology and teaches
entomology. He and his wife, Tina, live inAmes.
They homeschool their four children, Julia, 8;
Kyra, 6; Gerrit, 3; and James, I; and are
expecting a fifth child in April. The Van Dyks
attend Bridgeway Church (RCA), where John is
involved with church leadership and plays
harmonica on the worship team.
Brian and Lora (Blankespoor) Seifert
('94,'94) have recently moved to Pella, Iowa,
where Brian is youth pastor at Faith Christian
Refonued Church. Brian and Lora both trained
with Tentmakers, and Brian previously
coordinated youth ministry for seven churches in
Hayfield, Minnesota, and served as director of
youth ministries at Crosstown Covenant Church
inMinneapolis. They have two children: Marisa,
6, and William, 4.
Jarret Eshuis ('95) received an MBA from
the University of South Dakota in December.
Mark Kok ('95) teaches fifth grade at Grace
Community Christian School and coaches varsity
volleyball at Valley Christian High School in
Chancier, Arizona.
Sheryl (Van Donselaar,'95) Vande Kamp
lives in Farmington, Minnesota, with her
husband, Brent, SQn Logan, and da\l8hter,
Bronwyn. She teaches plano lessons part-time in
her home studio. Her students are acti ve in
MMTA, NFMC, and Guild and studio events.
Sheryl was recently named assistant organist at
Grace Lutheran Church in Apple Valley.
Stepheu and Stephauie Liug ('96) live oear
the Twin Cities; where Stephen practices real
estate and corporate law.
"MAX,"a ten-minute film written by Luke
Schelhaas ('96), garnered a fistful of awards at
the 168 Hour Film Project aud Festival On
February 28. Schelhaas wrote the script in four
days based on a story conceived by him, director
Jim O'Keefl'e, and Martha Williamson (who was
the executive producer of "Touched By An
Angel)."
The festival is called the 168 Hour Film
Nine Dordt graduatesgathered at the ELiC
conference in Chiang Mai,
Thailand, where they met with
more thau 300 other teachers
from Chiua and Southeast Asia.
All of the Dordt graduates teach
iu China.
"Our time in China is
spent teachiug English in the
classroom, but also building
relatiouships with students,"
says Christoffels. "Being a
foreign teacher is a special
privilege; mauy students have
never spoken to anyone outside
of their country before."




Project because that's the number of hours in a
week, the time they had to make a ten-minute
short film. Fifty-five teams took up the challenge.
Each team was given a different Proverb (from
the Book of Proverbs) to act as theme of their
film. They were also given a prop and a line of
dialogue that had to show up somewhere in the
film.
"MAX," which Schelhaas calls "a kind of
psychological thriller -a Twilight Zone Parable,"
was in the top seven plays and won seven
awards, including Best Screenplay, Best Picture,
Best Supporting Actor, Best Sonnd Design, Best
Production Design, and Best Use of the Prop.
"It was a wonderful project to be a part of.
And we hope to get the film into other festivals
down the road," he says.
Cury and Alison (Jongejan) Kent ('97,'96)
live in Lafayette, Indiana, with their two sons,
Miles, 2, and Oliver.
Brent Kooiman ('99), a senior project
engineer at Interstates Engineering in Sioux
Center, recently received his Professional
Engineer Certification. Brent is now licensed as
an Electrical Power Engineer. He is responsible
for electrical power design and design
management of industrial facilities located
throughout the United States and abroad.
Angela (Larson) Tuininga ('99) graduated
with a master's in social work in August 2003,
and now works with Alegent Hospice in Omaha,
Nebraska. Kevin Thininga ('99) is self-
employed as a carpenter and plans to begin law
school in the fall of 2004.
Mick and Koty Vaude Griend ('99) have
recently moved to Sydney, Nebraska, from
Omaha. Mick, who left his position as an
attorney with the Baird Holm law firm, is now
Assistant Corporate Counsel for Cabela's.
Mark Kok ('95) aud Lisa Tuck, 10111103
Hendrik de Gier ('98) and Julie Lodewyk
('96), 3122103
Terry Thorington and Jennifer Meinders
('96), 1013/03
Deerrun Jea and Marla Kamerman (' 97)
Luke Darliug and Kim De Groot ('01),
7126/03
Derek Bontrager ('00) and Nici Beachy,
1/24104
Jeff Dykshoorn (ex'OO) aud Susan
Vandermeer ('00), 819103
Paul Voortman and Erin Staal ('00).12/31103
Leann Steendam ('01) and Mike Bestebroer,
811103
Tracy Petersen ('02) and Robb Keizer ('02)
Alumni Profile
JoAnne de Jager was on the front line of SARS outbreak in Toronto
Sonya Jongsma Knanss ('97)
Qne word keeps coming up as JoAnnede Jager talks about her work as anurse: "exciting." De Jager, who
attended Dordt for two years before receiving
her registered nursing diploma at a
community college in Toronto and her
Bachelor of Science in Nursing degree from
the University of Alberta, has worked as a
nurse for almost three decades. And it's
evident in her voice that she still loves getting
up every morning to do the work she has
committed her life to.
"You can make such a significant differ-
ence in people's lives. It may sound trite," she
notes, "but when you are working out your
faith in a vocation that you really feel called
to, that's a tremendous experience. People see
that in you-the way you do your work, the
way you approach your work .... Nursing is
such an exciting career. and there are so many
opportunities to be involved."
De Jager has worked in almost every
area of the hospital since she began nursing.
She has served as a pediatric nurse, a med-
ical/surgical nurse, an emergency room (ER)
nurse, a sexual assault nurse examiner for the
city of Edmonton, a pneumonia care pathway
coordinator, and most recently, as a SARS
research coordinator in Toronto.
What did she like best? Everytlting had
its advantages, but she speaks fondly of her
twelve plus years in the ER.
"I loved the pace, I loved the challenges.
You never knew what was coming through
the door, and you had such an opportunity to
make a difference in such a short window of
time," de Jager says. She took courses each
year so she could maintain the broad base of
knowledge needed for ER nursing.
She relied on her faith to keep her
grounded in an often chaotic environment.
"When I was working, especially in emer-
gency, I don't know how many times I prayed
in the elevator going up, that the Lord would
prepare me for the shift-that I could deal
with whatever came in to the best of my
ability. It is my faith but also having a
positive outlook and a good sense of humor
that allows me to deal with the stress.
Otherwise it becomes too difficult."
How she does her work is indicative of
her commitment.
"I think your heart has to be in it," she
says. "You can teach anyone to come off the
street to do the tasks that are involved in
nursing. But there's so much more to nursing
than that. You have to have a heart for the
patients, a real love for the work you're
doing, and put a diligent effort into doing
your work well. As a registered nurse you
must continuously expand your base of
knowledge to keep current."
When de Jager and her family moved to
Edmonton for her husband's job in 1999, she
continued to work in the ER but was also
asked to be a sexual assault nurse examiner
for the city.
"I saw a real need for that type of
program to be facilitated throughout the
region, so I did that as well as my emergency
nursing."
It wasn't long before the Lord opened
another door, she says. "He kept putting
people in my path." A clinical nurse educator
in her department recommended that she
apply for a job as a pneumonia pathway
nurse, someone who would direct and coordi-
nate the best possible care for pneumonia
patients throughout the seven-hospital system
administered by Capital Health, the umbrella
organization she worked for.
"It was a wonderful opportunity because
it combined patient care, administration, and
education," de Jager says. She wrote a pneu-
monia pathway manual that was adopted by
Capital Health and put into all of their hospi-
tals for health care workers to follow. "A
critical pathway," she explains, "is a series of
steps for the management of an illness using
research based on the best available medical
evidence."
That research experience spurred her to
apply for another research position, this time
in Toronto after her husband, Jules ('74),
became the Director of Elementary Education
for the Ontario AJliance of Christian Schools.
She was hired the day she applied, in the
spring of 2003, to be SARS research coordi-
nator for Toronto and the Greater Toronto
Area (GTA).
De Jager came on board near the end of
the second wave of SARS in Toronto.
"It was such a challenging position,
because as coordinator, if I would have one of
the nurses on my team go to one hospital, she
would not be allowed to go anywhere else,"
de Jager says. "If I would visit her, we had to
stand out in the parking lot to speak, because
if I went in, I would not be allowed to go
back to my own office. One thing we all
learned to do was wash our hands a lot."
She continues to enjoy the research
aspect of her job. "It is exciting research in
that it is very cutting edge, right here and
now," de Jager says. She works with top sci-
entists in the field. They are currently collect-
ing information for a one-year study of SARS
patients. The study has five components-
diagnostic, clinical, immunology and genet-
ics, epidemiology, and transmission modeling.
De Jager coordinates the diagnostic and clini-
cal aspects. In the diagnostic area, tbey are
working to establish a rapid test to diagnose
SARS. For the clinical part, they look at the
clinical course of patients diagnosed with
probable or suspected SARS and determine
predictors of illness and disease outcome.
One element of the study looks at how
patients have been psychologically affected
by the SARS virus. "If you're sick, and you
know your co-worker has died of SARS,
wouldn't you question your own prognosis?"
she asks. "[People who were exposed] were
isolated, then they were ostracized as well,
even after they were discbarged, because
people were so afraid of having contact with
them. We have some very heartbreaking
stories, where one person was infected with
SARS and then a loved one died because of
it. They have to live with that.
"We follow them not only while they're
in the hospital, but at three months, six
months, and twelve months-so I still have
patient contact," she says.
Still, her role as SARS research coordi-
nator is much different than that of an ER
nurse. She spends three days a week working
out of her home office in Hamilton, and she
commutes to Toronto to meet with patients
the other two days.
"When patients come to the clinic, I'm
wearing all these different hats. I sit there and
listen to them, provide a sounding board for
them-empathize with them. It's not what
I'm DOING for them, it's not as active as in
emergency, but you become silent and listen
to them and you carry their burdens with
them."
De Jager feels she has been reaffirmed
throughout her nursing career that this is the
role she's been called to, "either through
patients, their families, cards they send ....
If you do your work with honesty and
integrity, with a real desire to do it well, and
show empathy and love to your patients,
those all become very evident." She quotes
from Cornelius Plantinga's Engaging God's
World to explain her approach: "You don't
always have to chop with the sword of truth;
you can point with it too."
De Jager credits her experience as a stu-
dent at Dordt College with affecting her
thinking more than anything else. "It changed
my way of thinking, my world and life
view-that the Lord is sovereign over every
part of your life, and be's interested in every
part of your life. I think that how you work
that out with your vocation is so important."
"I always felt that Dordt was very inter-
ested in the person that you are becoming-
not just the kind of job you were going to get
at the end, but genuinely interested in you
while you were there .... It wasn't just which
job I would do, but HOW I would do this
work."
Jules and JoAnne (Van Dyk)
de Jager have three children:
Joanna, Aaron, and Yolisa.
Aaron is currently a senior at
Dordt College.
Future Defender twins times four
Alecia Van Hulzen wrote "Maybe tltis isn't
so unusual, but it seems unusual to us.
Four Dordt couples (eight alums) have had
twin babies in the last few months; all
were born prematurely and spent time in
NeoNatal Intensive Care Units." Three sets
of twins were in Sioux Falls, South Dakota.
Scott and Rebekah (Sartford) Hazeu
(1996) had twin daughters born in
September 2003 at thirty-two weeks and
were in ICN for about six weeks.Scott and Rebekah Hazeu with their twindaughters, Jamie and Emma.
Josh and Alecia (Link) Van Hulzen (1998) had
twin sons born in November at twenty-six weeks
and were in 1CN for twelve and thirteen weeks.
Ross and Angie (Rowenhorst) Bouma (1998)
had a twin daughter and son born in November
at thirty-five weeks and were in ICN for two
weeks.




(200 I) had twin
sons born in January at thirty-two weeks.
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